
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL AND MAY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF MILTON ABBOT 
GROUPED PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4TH MAY 2022, 7.15PM AT 
MARYSTOWE CHURCH HALL  
(also available at www.magpc.co.uk) 
 
PRESENT: Cllr’s M Ambrose (MA) (Chairman), R Tucker (MA), G Vanstone (MA), S Seamons 

(MA), J Holland (D), C Stone (C), R Avery (C), J Hitchcock (C) 
                      
 Ms S Honey (Clerk), Cllr C Edmonds (WDBC) and 1 member of the public 
 
The meeting was opened by the outgoing Chairman, Cllr M Ambrose, at 7.15pm 

 

001:22/23 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2022/23 
Cllr M Ambrose explained that he was happy to be Chairman again but asked if there were any 
other nominations.  None were proposed.  Cllr R Tucker proposed that Cllr M Ambrose 
continue.   
The council resolved to agree the proposal and Cllr M Ambrose was duly elected as 
Chairman. 
 
002:22/23 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR 2022/23 
Nominations were invited for the post of Vice-Chair.  Cllr R Tucker offered to stand for another 
year. 
The council resolved to agree and Cllr R Tucker was duly elected as Vice Chairman. 
 
003:22/23 REPRESENTATION ON EXTERNAL BODIES 
The council resolved to agree that the council would continue to be represented on the 
following external bodies; 
Southern Area Link Meetings: Cllr. C Stone 
Milton Abbot Village Hall:  Cllr. S Seamons 
 
004:22/23 ANNUAL REVIEW OF REGISTER OF INTERESTS 
No amendments to declarations of interest were made.   
 
005:22/23 TO APPROVE CONTINUANCE OF THE FOLLOWING POLICIES 

 Equality, Complaints, Publication Scheme, Information Security, Data Protection 
 

The Council approved the continuation of the policies listed.  No major changes had been 
identified however they were last dated for review in 2019. 
The council resolved to review the policies for 2022 at the next parish meeting. 
 
006:22/23 ANNUAL REVIEW OF INTERNAL CONTROLS 

Exempt authorities and External Auditor 

Various changes to legislation took effect from 2017/18, most notably the potential for 

authorities where the higher of income or expenditure for the year was £25,000 or less, to 

declare themselves as 'exempt' from a limited assurance review by an external auditor if they 

meet certain qualifying criteria.  As the Council receives an income below £25,000 it can 

dispose of the need for an external audit. 

However, all authorities, even if they declare themselves 'exempt', will still need to fully 

complete and publish an annual return and must still have a named appointed auditor to deal 

with questions or objections from interested persons about the accounts.  The Council’s 

appointed external auditor for this purpose is PKF Littlejohn. 

 

The Clerk informed the council that she would check all updates had been completed for the 

banking signatory list. 
The Council reviewed the effectiveness of its systems of internal financial control, which must 
be in accordance with proper practices.  

about:blank


The council resolved to agree that the arrangements for management and control and the 

associated financial processes are effective.   

 
007:22/23 ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S ASSET REGISTER 
The Council’s inventory was reviewed and agreed as being: 
 

Parcel of land adjoining the Church and  Churchyard in Milton Abbot leased 

from Bedford Estate in 1963 for a term of 999 years subsequently sub-let to 

the Village Hall Management Committee and the Community for a play area 

 

 

£ 0 

Noticeboard - Chillaton (purchased April 2017) £  220.00 

Noticeboard – Milton Abbot £  0 

Two vehicle activated signs in Chillaton £ 4820.00 

One Lenovo Tablet for VAS signs (Samsung tablet replaced 2017) £   100.00 

Two Defibrillators £ 1458.33 

TOTAL £ 6598.33 

 
The figures being exclusive of VAT and were the purchase cost of the assets. 
 
008:22/23 REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
The council resolved to agree the continuation of the Standing Orders and Financial 
Regulations as at present but the council resolved to review the policies for 2022 at the next 
parish meeting. 
 
009:22/23 RISK ASSESSMENT – ANNUAL REVIEW 
The risk assessment, which details the likelihood of harm, damage or loss occurring due to 
Council activities, was not reviewed. 
The Chairman suggested the review should be added to the next parish council meeting and 
then he should sign the document to aid validity.  The council resolved to agree to the 
suggestion. 
 

May Parish Council Meeting 
 
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION  
None 
 
010:22/23 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
A Westcott (C) 
 
011: 22/23 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
None 
 
012:22/23 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES – 2ND MARCH 2022 
Cllr G Vanstone noted two amendments to the draft minutes.  The Clerk made the corrections 
which were duly signed by the Chairman. 
The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 2nd March 2022 were then agreed as a true 
record and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
013:22/23 CLERK’S REPORT  
The Clerk informed the council that the VAT claim for 2021/22 had been submitted – £ 

 
014:22/23 PLANNING  
0921/22/CLE Certificate of Lawfulness  
Certificate of Lawfulness for Existing use of the building as an independent dwelling house  
The Greenhouse, Quarry Lodge Chillaton, Lifton PL16 0HP 
 



The council discussed the application but the timeframe and lack of information relating to it led 
the council to resolve to make No Comments. 
 
015:22/23 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING REPORT 
No parishioners attended. 
 
016:22/23 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

I. Bank Reconciliation and Budget Monitor 
The bank reconciliation and budget monitor, dated 31 March 2022 (year-end), were 
reviewed and approved.  

II. Payments 
The following payments were approved. 

 DALC membership 2022 - £204.59 

 DALC councillor Part 1 course (two persons) – 36.00 

 DALC councillor Part 2 course (C Stone) – 18.00 

 Milton Abbot hall hire – 75.00 

To note:  Clerk’s pay at 31 March and 30 April 2022, paid by BACS. 
III. Annual review of the Council’s Insurance Cover and renewal – Hiscox £342.58 (3 year 

agreement) 
The council resolved to agree to the 2nd of a 3 year renewal quote of £342.58 provided 
by Hiscox, received from Came & Co in 2021.   

IV. Annual Report of Internal Auditor 
The Internal Auditor reported that he was satisfied with the arrangements for financial 
management and control and with the financial processes.  There were no matters that 
he wished to bring to the attention of the Council.   
The Internal Auditor was thanked for undertaking this role. 

V. Audit of 2021/22 Accounts; Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 

agreement 

The audit documents were approved by the council then signed by the Clerk and 

Chairman; and the council resolved to agree that the accounts and extracts from the 

accounting statements be submitted to the external auditor with the return for 2021/22 

by the Clerk/RFO. 

 
017:22/23 TO CONSIDER AND AGREE A BEACON FOR THE QUEEN’S JUBILEE 

Cllr R Tucker informed the council that various events were planned in Milton Abbot throughout 
the weekend including the lighting of a beacon at 9.45pm on 2 June 2022. 
A poster detailing the events had been produced and the Clerk offered to post it to the parish 
website. 
A beacon would also be lit at Chillaton. 
The council resolved to agree that should a donation toward each beacon/event be requested 
the council would consider it. 
 
  
018:22/23 PROGRESS REPORTS – MACKPlan 
Mr R Allen, Chairman of MACKPlan gave the following report; 

1. Since I last updated you on MACK Plan progress, the Examiner’s report has been 
received and WDBC has agreed that we have faithfully incorporated the Examiner’s 
recommendations into the final version of the MACKPlan and the council has issued a 
formal decision statement agreeing that the MACKPlan can proceed to referendum. 

2. The referendum date has been set for 23 June and polling cards will be issued on 10 
May. 

3. This morning I emailed the Chairman and Vice Chairman with the rules governing what 
public money can or cannot be used for in connection with the referendum.  In summary, 
public funds can be used to publicise the referendum and encourage voting but not to 
campaign for a yes or no vote. 



4. We have applied for and received a grant of £1140 to fund publicity and printing costs 
associated with publicising the referendum e.g. posters, banners, mail shot etc. 

5. Councillors Vanstone and Hitchcock and I met this morning to develop a plan to 
publicise the referendum using all means available to us.  This involves: 

 Writing to each household on 10 June (2 weeks before the referendum) to 
outline the democratic process that underpins the MACKPlan, its role in the 
planning process and the importance of voting. 

 Erecting 2 canvass banners and numerous A4 waterproof posters prominently 
throughout the MACKPlan to advertise the referendum and encourage maximum 
voter turnout.  This will be on 17 June (the Friday prior to the Thursday 
referendum). 

 Initiating, with community help, a social media publicity drive on Mon 20 June (3 
days before the referendum).  

6. We have timed these events to ensure that publicity is still fresh in the run up to the 
referendum. 

7. Question to council; Does the council wish to be involved in the publicity running 
up to the referendum; noting that it is your neighbourhood plan - and if so how?  

The council offered to help if help was needed and certainly in terms of publicity on the 
MAGPC website and social media. 

8. Question to council; We need the parish council to approve in advance our 
freedom to spend the £1140 referendum grant in the manner that is set out in the 
government letter of award.  There is a lot to do in a very short time and it is not 
possible to manage this final run up to the referendum without this authority.   
 

The council agreed that the MACK Plan team could spend its grant without a 
requirement for further permission from the council provided expenditure was in 
accordance with the letter of grant provision.  
 

SPEEDWATCH – MILTON ABBOT 
Cllr C Stone informed the council that DCC had offered to buy the cameras through a “Project 
Zero” and County Council grant. 
A site meeting would be held in early June to decide whereabouts they should be placed and in 
relation to the local school to record speeds.  The Chairman offered to attend the site meeting 
with Cllr C Stone. 
 
SPEEDWATCH - CHILLATON 
Cllr J Hitchcock said a meeting to discuss had been arranged for 25th June and a paper would 
be presented at the next parish meeting. 
The Chairman thanked both councillors for their efforts with speedwatch. 
 
019:22/23 COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA  
Regarding reports of an UNTIDY SITE in MILTON ABBOT and also an abandoned old 
TRAILER; after a short discussion the Clerk was asked to report both to WDBC. 
 
020:22/23 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
The next bi-monthly meeting was agreed as Wednesday 6th July 2022, 7.30pn in Milton Abbot 
village hall.  The Annual Meeting for 2023 will also be held in Milton Abbot Village Hall. 
 
021:22/23 TO CONSIDER A MOTION TO EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC FROM THIS 

MEETING IN RESPECT OF THE CONSIDERATION OF CONFIDENTIAL OR SENSITIVE 

INFORMATION THAT IS PREJUDICIAL TO THE PUBLIC INTEREST 



 

022:22/23 TO HOLD CLERK’S APPRAISAL AND DISCUSS AND AGREE PAY SCALE 

Deferred to a future date  
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 20.55pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: …………………………………………. Date: ………………………………….. 
Cllr Mark Ambrose, Chairman 


